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8J Curriculum Overview  

Autumn Term 2019 
 

Subject  Area(s) of Study  Suggestions for Parental Support/Involvement at Home Key words 

English 
Mrs McNally 

 We will be reading and exploring a 
range of fiction (including ‘Through 
the Looking Glass’ by Lewis Carroll) 
and non-fiction sources (including 
Biography extracts and newspaper 
articles on Greta Thunberg) that 
relate to the theme of ‘survival’.   

 Students will be expected to 
express their personal viewpoints 
in both written and spoken tasks. 

 Students will be looking at how 
using different vocabulary and 
different punctuation can create 
different effects and using this to 
set targets for their own writing. 

 Students will be producing a wide 
range of written responses 
including poetry, creative writing 
and nonfiction texts such as 
speeches; beginning to write within 
a set timeframe. 

 Students will also be responding 
through role-play and practical 
tasks such as debating, having as 

 Encourage reading for the sake of reading. It is helpful 
is students start to think in terms of what is ‘fiction’, 
and what is ‘non-fiction’. You could discuss this at 
home. Even reading ‘non-traditional’ sources like 
magazines, cereal packets or lists of ingredients, 
recipes and subtitles are all great ways to build 
vocabulary.  

 At times in lesson students will be encouraged just to 
write to express more creative or complex ideas 
without worrying too much about SPAG. At other 
times we will zoom in on SPAG and do a lot of 
practice. When your daughter shows you her work try 
to comment on the content as well as the SPAG. 

 Talk to your daughter about her targets and what she 
has done each week to move towards them. 

 Encourage your daughter to express her personal 
viewpoint on a wide range of topics. Encourage her to 
start to identify how these views were formed. 

Core:  
fiction 
non-fiction 
resilient 
determined 
adventurous 
planning 
drafting / re-drafting 
overcome 

 
Challenge:  
neuro-diverse 
‘think outside of the box’ 
succeed 
expedition 
petrified 
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much fun as possible as the texts 
we use become more challenging. 

 In the second half of the autumn 
term we will be reading an 
abridged version of ‘Oliver Twist’ to 
develop our understanding of 
character, imagery and how 
different language choices make 
the reader feel. 

 Throughout the term students will 
be working on vocabulary tasks and 
being encouraged to develop the 
technical accuracy of their written 
responses. 

Maths  
Miss 
Goldblatt  

 Whole numbers and decimals 

 Measures, perimeter and area 

 Expressions and formulae 

 Fractions, decimals and percentages 
 

 Use MyMaths games and boosters at home 

 Play online Maths games – e.g. Transum Mathematics 
(http://www.transum.org) 

 Practise multiplication tables and number bonds 

 Practise working with numbers in real life situations e.g. 
shopping, looking for the best deal, looking at price per 
100g.  

 Try puzzle books/Sudoku or play games that involve 
mental maths – Monopoly, Scrabble, etc. 

 Practise using measures when preparing food and cooking 
– e.g. reading scales, measuring out quantities 

 Ask questions around preparing food and cooking – e.g. if 
we double that recipe how much will we need of that 
ingredient? 

Core: 
integer 
factor 
square 
number 
square root 
decimal 
rounding  
length 
mass 
scale 
perimeter 
area 
fraction 

Challenge: 
recurring 
terminating  
capacity 
metric units 
imperial units 
expression 
like terms 



 
 

3 
 

 Use a height chart to record measurements of 
siblings/friends 

 Look for use of graphs on news programmes, or in 
newspapers or magazines.  Sports results can be a good 
place to look for graphs.  Look at the scales used on 
graphs and how they are titled and labelled. 

equivalent  
decimal 
percentage 
formula 
simplify 
expand 
substitute 

Science 
Mrs Whitney 
 

 Sound 

 Food and nutrition 

 Combustion 

 Energy transfers 

 Visit museums that encourage hands on participation, 
such as the Science Museum or Natural History Museum 

 Take a walk in your local area and collect as many 
different plants as you can or try and spot different wild 
animals. 

 Discuss information on the news about energy resources 
and climate change 

 Take your daughter food shopping and let her help to buy 
the ingredients for a meal. Discuss healthier options and 
why she made the choices she did. 

wave 
vibration 
amplitude 
frequency 
decibel 
hertz 
ultrasound 
 
diet 
protein 
carbohydrate 
balance 
malnutrition 

combustion 
burning 
oxygen 
exothermic 
oxidation 
 
conduction 
convection 
radiation 
insulation 
power 
efficiency 

ICT 
Mrs Craggs 

 Risks of social networking 

 Digital Resilience  

 What is a Digital Footprint? 

 Cyber-vetting 

 Plan / design a website  

 Hardware 

 Processing Data 

 Encourage your daughter to look at the Think U Know 
website to find out more about online safety - 
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  

 Encourage your daughter to send homework, completed 
on the computer, to the teacher using e-mail. You can 
access the school e-mail system from home by Googling – 
Office 365 and clicking on ‘Sign in to your account’ - 
https://login.microsoftonline.com/  Full instructions are 

social networking 
digital resilience 
password 
privacy 
digital footprint 
cyber-vetting 
input 
output 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://login.microsoftonline.com/
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 Programming 

 Binary 

 Internet and the web 

 Data 

 IT Project 

 

also on page 7 of your daughter’s diary.  

 Encourage your daughter to use a memory stick for saving 
homework on to. Set up subject specific folders on the 
stick.  

 Encourage your daughter to complete homework on the 
computer using Word, PowerPoint and Publisher.  

 
 

storage devices 
interface 
sequence 
blocks 
sprites 
binary 
denary 
internet 
data 
software 
database 

Humanities 
Mrs Craggs 

 History – Learning about the Tudors 
– collecting and exploring 
information on the era 

 Using a pictoral and a written source 
to write a description 

 Putting Monarchs and events in 
chronological order 

 Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragon 

 Why did Henry VIII break away from 
the Church in Rome? 

 What caused the dissolution of the 
monasteries and what were the 
results? 

 Life in Tudor England 

 Crime and Punishment.  

 Encourage your daughter to tell you about what she has 
learnt in Humanities – see if she can describe and explain 
some of the key points about the Tudor era  

 Visit the BBC Bitesize website for more information  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zynp34j 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zghrd2p/revision/
2 

 
 

Tudors 
era 
contemporary 
sources 
events 
chronological 
divorced 
dissolution 
monasteries 
 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zynp34j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zghrd2p/revision/2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zghrd2p/revision/2
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Art 
Miss Grant 

Exploratory sculpture 
 
Lessons will focus on how to record 
ideas and make links with artists’ work.  
Students will continue to build on their 
drawing technique and will develop 
methodical independent working skills.  
Students will have opportunities to 
present their work and explain their 
ideas.   

 To develop shading skills to show 
form. 

 To develop pen and wash skills. 

 To be able to record ideas through 
sketching and thought showers. 

 To develop descriptive language 

 To analyse the work of Peter 
Randall Page and Andy 
Goldsworthy. 

 To develop presentation skills 
within a sketchbook 

 To be able to explore sculptural 
forms using plasticine 

 To be able to record a process of 
experimentation using 
photographs. 

 
 

 Encouraging drawing or colouring for pleasure. 

 Keeping a doodle book/scrap book of ideas and 
inspirations from nature. 

 Copying drawings from artists is very good for developing 
observational skills regardless of the subject matter. 

 Encouraging good drawing practice: 
o Using a sharp pencil 
o Including as much detail as possible 
o Using shading  
o Using contrast 

 Looking at books on nature and the natural world 

 Taking the time to observe nature in the garden or out on 
a walk. 

 There are excellent how to draw videos on YouTube with 
lots of step-by-step guides.  Encourage your daughter to 
explore these. 

 

tonal Range 
form 
detail 
description 
thought shower 
links 
abstract 
simplify 
stylise 
sculpture 
surface 
meaning 
intention 
artist research 
annotation 
presentation 
order 
organised 
methodical 
exploration 
experiment 
recording 
explaining 
resilience 
analysis 
evaluation 
printmaking 
mark-making 
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Printmaking 

 To develop printing skills using 
polystyrene sheets.  

  To be able to use mark making to 
create a sense of space. 

directional marks 
layers 
registration 

SOLD 
Mrs Sabey 

Surrey Outdoor Learning and Development is a part of the week when students will be working on areas linked to our WACI curriculum 
mainly at High Ashurst. They will particularly work on the wellbeing, communication and independence strands.  
The students will be involved in activities which will involve them working as a team, problem solving, communicating with each other as 
well as building resilience and adaptability. As well as this each of the students will be encouraged to challenge themselves personally. 
Students will learn the importance of planning, communication and compromise while working in a team and develop leadership skills 
throughout the programme.  This term we will look at Team working skills, archery, woodcraft skills, orienteering.  
Parents can support by making sure students have the right clothing, water and extra equipment e.g. waterproof coat and plastic bag to put 
in shoes in wet and winter weather and hat and sun lotion in the hot weather.   

Catering 
Mrs Read 

 Health and Safety  
Hhazards 

 The 8 Healthy Eating Guidelines 

 Starchy Foods – rice, pasta, bread, 
potatoes 

 Fats 

 Sugars 

 Fibre 

 Vitamins and Minerals 

 Choosing Recipes 

 Quick snack treats 

 Party treats 
 
Dishes likely to include: 

 Granola Bars 

 Encourage students to cook at home – try to photograph 
any practical cooking and bring it to school to show me or 
email it to me at mrs.read@limpsfield-
grange.surrey.sch.uk 

 Students to please practice cooking a range of different 
dishes and use different skills.  Recipes will be sent home 
after each Catering lesson for students to practice. 

 Explore and use new and different ingredients, learn to 
substitute ingredients. 

 Encourage students to try new foods and tastes. 

 Look at recipes in magazines and watch cooking shows on 
TV. 

 

hazards 
starchy foods 
guidelines 
saturated and unsaturated fats 
digestion 
obesity 
nutrients 
protein 
carbohydrates 
vitamins 
minerals 
fats 
fibre 

mailto:mrs.read@limpsfield-grange.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:mrs.read@limpsfield-grange.surrey.sch.uk
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 Blueberry muffins 

 Pineapple muffins 

 Breakfast Cereal Cookies 

 Marbled Chocolate Cupcakes 

 Rocky Road Crunch bars 

 Victoria Sponge 

 

 


