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9W Curriculum Overview  

Autumn Term 2019 

 

Subject  Area(s) of Study  Suggestions for Parental Support/Involvement at Home Key words 

English 
Mrs McNally 

 We will be focussing on creative 
writing under the theme of 
‘Journeys’. What makes an 
interesting story? Can we apply 
these principles when planning and 
writing a story of our own? Can we 
re-draft and improve our work 
following constructive feedback?  

 Students will be expected to express 
their personal viewpoints in both 
written and spoken tasks. 

 Students will be looking at how 
using different vocabulary and 
different punctuation can create 
different effects and using this to set 
targets for their own writing. 

 Students will be producing a wide 
range of written responses including 
poetry, creative writing and 
nonfiction texts such as speeches 
beginning to write within a set 
timeframe. 

 Students will also be responding 
through role-play and practical tasks 

 Encourage reading for the sake of reading. Even reading 
‘non-traditional’ sources like magazines, cereal packets or 
lists of ingredients, recipes and subtitles are all great ways 
to build vocabulary. Also reading outside of their preferred 
genre to inform their work in class is helpful.  

 At times in lesson students will be encouraged just to 
write to express more creative or complex ideas without 
worrying too much about SPAG. At other times we will 
zoom in on SPAG and do a lot of practice. When your 
daughter shows you her work try to comment on the 
content as well as the SPAG. 

 Talk to your daughter about her targets and what she has 
done each week to move towards them. 

 Encourage your daughter to express her personal 
viewpoint on a wide range of topics. Encourage her to 
start to identify how these views were formed. 

Core:  
imagery 
structure 
complex  
vocabulary 
description 
exaggeration 
similes 
metaphors 
emotive 
 
Challenge:  
intrigue 
onomatopoeia 
exposition 
resolution 
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such as debating, having as much 
fun as possible as the texts we use 
become more challenging. 

 In the second half of the autumn 
term we will be reading ‘Of Mice 
and Men’. We will begin to look at 
imagery, characterisation and how 
different language choices make the 
reader feel.  

 
Throughout the term students will be 
working on vocabulary tasks and being 
encouraged to develop the technical 
accuracy of their written responses 

Maths  
Mr McMillan 

 Whole numbers and decimals 

 

 Measures, perimeter and area 

 

 Expressions and formulae 

 

 Fractions, decimals and 
percentages 

 Wherever possible, involve your daughter in doing 
practical maths to develop her awareness of 
functional numeracy 

 Identify and draw attention to situations where you 
are using maths in everyday life; tasks at home 
which require numbers or numerical knowledge or 
calculations.  Point out what these are, and what 
could go wrong if we don’t use our maths skills (e.g. 
miss the train, burn/undercook the dinner!) 

 Shopping: encourage your daughter to pay for 
items; work on counting the money and checking 
the change; looking at price per 100g and making 
comparisons. 

Index 
Indices 
rounding 
estimate factor 
multiple 
prime  
BIDMAS  
variable  
metric unit  
imperial unit  
area  
diameter  
radius  
dimension 
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 Time: practise telling the time (digital and analogue 
clocks); involve her in planning journeys (bus and 
train timetables); using schedules, e.g. cinema film 
times; calculating times when cooking or planning for 
a journey (when do we need to leave by?). 

 Using measurements: involve your daughter when 
cooking, weighing and measuring out ingredients; 
using scales (grams, ml, temperature on the oven); 
using timers; measuring furniture/room planning, 
DIY. 

 Practise mental maths by playing board games that 
require scoring and games with dice and cards 

 Discuss key words and their meaning. 

 Practise multiplication tables and number bonds. 

 Use MyMaths games and topic-specific boosters. 

 http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-
button is a great way to practise number bonds etc. 

 Use BBC bitesize KS3 and GCSE; there are activities 
and short video clips.  

 Look for use of percentages and statistics in the 
news.  Ask your daughter to explain a statistic used 
by a politician/spokesperson journalist to see if they 
can understand what is being stated, or whether they 
agree/disagree with what has been presented.  What 
research could your daughter do to validate the 
information they have heard? 

volume  
speed  
density  
pressure 
algebraic  
fractions  
derive 
expand  
factorise 
formula  
substitute  
equation  
identity 
numerator  
denominator  
simplify  
proportion  
percentage 
significant figures (s.f.) 
highest common factor (HCF) 
lowest common multiple 
(LCM) 
difference of two squares 
change the subject 
circumference 
compound measure 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
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 If you are feeling more confident in terms of 
supporting on Maths topics read ‘More Maths for 
Mums and Dads – The Teenage Years’ by Rob 
Eastaway and Mike Askew.  See if you can support 
your daughter on homework/revision. 

equivalent fractions 
terminating decimal 
recurring decimal 
improper fraction 
percentage increase  
decrease 

Science 
Mrs 
Whitney 
 

 Light 

 Plants and their reproduction 

 Reactivity 

 Genetics 

 Read popular science books and magazines with your 
daughter 

 Discuss scientific issues that appear in the news, 
encourage her to think about issues that may affect her, 
such as climate change 

 Get your daughter to think about issues where there is no 
right or wrong answer, such as genetic modification and 
help her to explore all sides of an argument before 
forming her own opinion 

 Visit museums and exhibitions 

 Take a walk in your area and observe the diversity of plant 
and animal life 

reflection 
incident ray 
reflected ray 
refraction 
scattering 
dispersion 
 
classification 
biodiversity 
extinct 
reproduction 
hybrid 
asexual 

reaction 
equation 
reactivity 
oxidising agent 
exothermic 
endothermic 
displacement 
 
variation 
gene 
chromosome 
DNA 
evolution 
natural 
selection 
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ICT 
Mrs 
Janaway 

 Privacy settings and passwords 

 Creating a positive Digital Footprint 

 Online safety and the law 

 Health & Safety 

 Email protocols 

 Website design 

 The components of a network and 
data transfer 

 Creating a podcast 

 Databases 

 Programming – Small Basic 

 Identifying the needs of a target 
audience 

 Cloud Computing 

Useful Websites 

 Kidsmart  

 CEOP 

 Thinkuknow  

 Get Safe Online  

 NSPCC Netaware 

 Check the privacy settings on your daughter’s social 
networking accounts. Ensure all location services are 
turned off 

 Discuss online safety stories in the news 

 Take an interest in the apps, websites and social 
networking sites your daughter uses 

 Talk about different parts of your home network 

 Discuss the anti-virus software you use at home 

 Small Basic can be downloaded to your home computer 
and there are lots of tutorials to follow - 
http://smallbasic.com/  

 Encourage your daughter to look at the BBC iPlayer 
website and perhaps stream or download some of the 
podcasts. https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds  

spyware 
digital footprint 
cybervetting 
phishing 
malware 
cookie 
hyperlink 
asset 
navigation bar 
protocol 
router 
Ethernet cable 
switch 
server 
local area network (LAN) 
wide area network (WAN) 
data transfer 
packet 
IP address 
Internet Service Provider (ISP) 
peer to peer 
client server model 
cybercafé  
command 
field 
record 
primary key 
pseudocode  
iteration 

http://smallbasic.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds
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procedure 
Acceptable Use Policy 
online services 
online software 
online storage 
collaboration 

Art 
Miss Grant 

Reveal/Conceal – paper cutting and 
monoprinting 
Lessons will focus on technical skills and 
higher level thinking so students are 
well-equipped for KS4.  Students will 
use a range of materials and methods 
that develop their observational skills.  
Students will plan individual and original 
sketchbook pages using stencilling and 
printmaking techniques. 

 Observational drawing 

 Stencil design/papercutting 

 Exploring the work of Caledonia 
Curry/Swoon 

 Venetian masks 

 Mind-mapping and thought 
showers 

 Developing original ideas and 
researching images. 

 Planning sketchbook pages that 
conceal and reveal. 

 Monoprint self-portraits 

 Encouraging drawing or colouring for pleasure. 

 Keeping a doodle book/scrap book of ideas and 
inspirations from nature. 

 Copying drawings from artists is very good for developing 
observational skills regardless of the subject matter. 

 Encouraging good drawing practice: 
o Using a sharp pencil 
o Including as much detail as possible 
o Using shading  
o Using contrast 

 Looking at papercutting artists  

 Taking the time to observe surroundings and the patterns 
made by shadows. 

 There are excellent how to draw videos on YouTube with 
lots of step-by-step guides.  Encourage your daughter to 
explore these. 

 

tone 
form 
blending 
detail 
observation 
perception 
representation 
layers 
imagination 
psychology 
description 
annotation 
attention 
accuracy 
contrast 
gestural 
fluidity 
spontaneous 
expressive 
impressionistic 
tertiary colour 
palette 
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SOLD 
Mrs Sabey 

Surrey Outdoor Learning and Development is a part of the week when students will be working on areas linked to our WACI curriculum 
mainly at High Ashurst. They will particularly work on the wellbeing, communication and independence strands.  
The students will be involved in activities which will involve them working as a team, problem solving, communicating with each other as 
well as building resilience and adaptability. As well as this each of the students will be encouraged to challenge themselves personally. 
Students will learn the importance of planning, communication and compromise while working in a team and develop leadership skills 
throughout the programme.  This term we will look at Team working skills, archery, woodcraft skills, orienteering and low ropes.  
Parents can support by making sure students have the right clothing, water and extra equipment e.g. waterproof coat and plastic bag to put 
in shoes in wet and winter weather and hat and sun lotion in the hot weather.   

Catering 
Mrs Read 

 Health and safety  

 Hazards 

 The 8 Healthy Eating Guidelines  

 Starchy foods - rice, pasta, bread, 
potatoes 

 Fats 

 Sugars 

 Fibre 

 Vitamins and minerals 

 Foods on the go 

 Special Occasions 

 Choosing recipes 

 Shopping 

 Budgeting 
 
Dishes likely to include: 

 Cereal Bars 

 Chicken Pasta Salad 

 Mini Quiches 

 Sausage Rolls 

 Encourage students to cook at home – try to photograph 
any practical cooking and bring it to school to show me or 
email it to me at mrs.read@limpsfield-
grange.surrey.sch.uk 

 Students to please practice cooking a range of different 
dishes and use different skills.  Recipes will be sent home 
after each Catering lesson for students to practice. 

 Explore and use new and different ingredients, learn to 
substitute ingredients. 

 Encourage students to try new foods and tastes. 

 Look at recipes in magazines and watch cooking shows on 
TV. 

hazards 
starchy foods 
guidelines 
saturated and unsaturated fats 
digestion 
obesity 
nutrients 
protein 
carbohydrates 
vitamins 
minerals 
fats 
fibre 

mailto:mrs.read@limpsfield-grange.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:mrs.read@limpsfield-grange.surrey.sch.uk
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 Vol au vents 

 Scotch eggs 

 


