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8J Curriculum Overview  

Spring term 2020 
 

Subject  Area(s) of Study  Suggestions for Parental Support/Involvement at Home Key words 

English 
Mrs McNally 

Holes (Louis Sachar) 

 Understanding the plot and how the 
narrative structure works.  

 Analysing the characters including 
how they develop throughout.  

 Exploring the themes (Bullying, 
Friendship, Literacy, Racism, 
Destiny).  

 Considering writers intention and 
impact of literary techniques 
(especially use of metaphor and 
simile).  

 Applying Point, Evidence, Explain 
(and some students will also Link).  

 (All) Writing to inform and explain; 
(All) Writing to describe; (Some) 
Writing to persuade.   

 
 

 Please do not encourage your daughter to read ahead or 
watch the film until we cover it in class- no spoilers!  

 Encourage reading widely and check understanding by 
asking them to explain the plot to you.  

 If watching a film or programme, discuss the underlying 
themes that are being explored.  

 Ask ‘What is the writer encouraging you to think here’ or 
‘How do you think the writer wants us to feel about this 
character?’ when they are reading for pleasure.  

 Use metaphor and simile in real life and talk about it! (e.g. 
‘You are such a star’, ‘I love you to the moon and back’.) 

 When reading a leaflet / magazine / cereal packet / 
advertisement / book- encourage discussion about 
whether it is written to describe, inform and explain, or to 
persuade. How can you tell?  

 Encourage use of Dictionary and Thesaurus.  

arrest 
innocent 
great 
grandfather 
curse 
desolate 
juvenile 
correctional 
facility 
blister 
zero 
friend 
warden 
venom 
refuge 
precipice 
destiny 
treasure 

 

Extension: 

dual narrative 
imagery 
personification
sound imagery 
sibilance 
syntax 

 

Maths  
Mrs Chang 

 Angles & 2D Shape 
 
 
 
 

Wherever possible, involve your daughter in applying her 
mathematical skills to everyday problems and situations, e.g. 
Shopping-estimating the total amount for the goods, adding 
items, calculating change, comparing offers-which is the 
better deal?  

Triangles-Equilateral, Isosceles, 
Right-angled, Scalene, Acute, 
obtuse, reflex, clockwise, anti-
clockwise, alternate angles, 
polygon, interior angle, exterior 
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 Graphs 
 
 
 
 

 Mental Calculations 
 
 
 

 Statistics 

Cooking-reading recipes and menus, calculating and 
converting measures, reading scales.  What happens if we’re 
not accurate? Explore portion sizes, doubling and halving 
amounts. 
Interests-link maths to your daughter’s interests, timetables, 
scores, points, results, league tables.  Look for the use of 
maths in newspaper articles and magazines.  
Games: Practise mental maths by playing board games that 
require scoring and games with dice and cards.  Complete 
daily maths challenges such as Sudoku. 
 
Useful Websites: 

 MyMaths https://login.mymaths.co.uk/ activities and 
games section 

 Topmarks, online maths games 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/ 

 BBC Bitesize for games and useful video clips 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/learn 
 

angle, parallel & perpendicular 
lines, quadrilaterals, symmetry 
& rotational symmetry 
 
Coordinates, quadrant, 
equation, horizontal, vertical, 
convert, formula, gradient, 
intersection, 
 
Brackets, the four operations (x 
/ + -), partition, estimate, 
compensation, factors, divisor,  
 
Primary and secondary data, 
questionnaires, data-collection, 
frequency table, analyse, bar 
chart, pie chart, sectors, 
average, mode, median, range, 
spread 

Science 
Mrs Whitney 
 

 Energy transfers 

 Breathing & respiration 

 The periodic table 

 Light  

 Watch science documentaries on TV/ computer 

 Try home science experiments 

 Read and discuss science topics in the news – use the 
internet to research background 

 Visit science based museums and exhibitions. 

Conduction 
Convection 
Radiation 
Heat 
Energy  
Insulator 
Inhale 
Exhale 
Respiration 

Period 
Group 
Mendeleev 
Trend 
Pattern 
Ray 
Reflection 
Refraction 
Diffraction 

https://login.mymaths.co.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/learn
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Ventilation 
Lung 
diaphragm 
Gas exchange 

Scattering 
Absorption 
Spectrum 
Filter  

ICT 
Mrs Craggs 

 Flowcharts and algorithms 

 Input and output devices 

 Make a radio advert - Audacity 
Project 

 Email 
 

 Encourage your daughter to use input (microphones, 
digital cameras) and output (printers, speakers) devices as 
independently as possible 

 Listen to the radio with your daughter and discuss any 
adverts you hear. What are they advertising? What does 
she notice about them? 

 Support your daughter to practise sending emails to 
friends and family.  

flowcharts 
algorithms 
sequence 
selection 
decision 
loop 
repetition 
input 
output 
storage 
device 
hardware 
software 
microphone  
speakers 

email 
copy  
attachment 
data 
spreadsheet 
formula 
list 
filter 
 

Humanities this year Students will study one of the three areas of Humanities each term for 1 lesson a week. We will study Geography this term and RE in 
the Summer term. 

Humanities 
Mrs Craggs 

 Focus on Asia as a continent – where 
it is, what are its features?  
Understanding what a continent is 
and knowing the 7 continents of the 
world.  

 

 Finding out about the countries and other countries which 
are nearby.  Where they are on a map.  What is the climate 
like? What is the way of life?  

 Watching the news and mentioning places in Asia.  

 Watching wildlife and Geographical programmes. 

 http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/chi
na/ 

Asia        
climate  
population      
rural 
GDP     
glaciers      
biomes   

hottest 
coldest 
wettest 
driest 
extreme 
hurricanes 
tornadoes 

http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/china/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/china/
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 Looking at the main countries in the 
region and their features.  

 Asia’s economy and people. 

 Asia’s physical features - main 
deserts, mountains etc. Biomes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extreme Earth  

 Finding out about extreme climate 
conditions around the world.  

 Extreme weather phenomena, 
floods, hurricanes, tornadoes   

 Volcanoes and Earthquakes -Where 
do they happen, why do they 
happen and what are the effects.  

 What is a Tsunami? 

 http://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/china.php 

 http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/ind
ia/ 

 http://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/india.php 

 If you have been on holiday to the continent or one of the 
countries, looking at pictures etc.  

 What items in your home are products of or items from 
Asia? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The following websites are a starting point. Also watching 
the news when severe weather and natural disasters 
happen.  Finding out where the disasters happen.  

 http://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-volcano.htm 

 http://kids.discovery.com/games/build-play/volcano-
explorer 

 http://www.nhm.ac.uk/kids-only/earth-space/volcanoes/ 

continent       
economy 
poverty            
peninsular 
plateau 
volcanoes 
earthquakes 
earth’s crust 
core 
tsunami     
dormant 
active    
 
 
 

extinct 
 

Art 
Miss Grant 

Under the microscope 

 Drawing inspired by cells, bacteria 
and viruses 

 Pair work and group work 

 Encouraging drawing and colouring for pleasure. 

 Looking at patterns in nature and noticing similarities and 
differences, e.g. how the branches of trees look similar to 
the vein pattern in leaves. 

microcosm 
magnified 
close-up 
analysis 
pattern 

papier maché 
viewpoint 
making 
attachment 
sculpture 

http://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/china.php
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/india/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/india/
http://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/india.php
http://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-volcano.htm
http://kids.discovery.com/games/build-play/volcano-explorer
http://kids.discovery.com/games/build-play/volcano-explorer
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/kids-only/earth-space/volcanoes/
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 Presentation skills 

 Group sketchbook 

 Descriptive vocabulary 

 Betty Busby 

 Catrin Mostyn Jones 

 Rogan Brown  

 Creating a design sheet 

 Exploring texture through sample 
pieces 

 Painting skills using blended colour 

 Papier maché sculptures inspired by 
microbes. 

 
Students will create a range of Art work 
inspired by microbes and bacteria.  
There are opportunities for 
collaborative work when students will 
need to communicate with each other 
to decide on outcomes.  Students will 
look at the work of contemporary 
artists and create responses to their 
work. 

 Looking at patters within the natural world, e.g. within 
stones, shells and crystals. 

 Copying drawings from artists is very good for developing 
observational skills regardless of the subject matter. 

 Encouraging good drawing practice: 
o Using a sharp pencil 
o Including as much detail as possible 
o Using the full tonal range to show form 
o Blended shading 

 
 

organic 
flowing 
changing 
bacteria 
cells 
viruses 
transmission 
collaboration 
spread 
blended 
colour 
texture 
mixed-media 
relief work 
layers 
co-operation 

abstract 
simplified 
robust 
controlled 
methodical 

SOLD 
Mrs Sabey 

Surrey Outdoor Learning and Development is a part of the week when students will be working on areas linked to our WACI curriculum 
mainly at High Ashurst. They will particularly work on the wellbeing, communication and independence strands.  
The students will be involved in activities which will involve them working as a team, problem solving, communicating with each other as 
well as building resilience and adaptability. As well as this each of the students will be encouraged to challenge themselves personally. 
Students will learn the importance of planning, communication and compromise while working in a team and develop leadership skills 
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throughout the programme.  This term students will be challenging themselves through activities on the ropes, mountain biking and the 
challenge course as well as undertaking team tasks one of which may be building and firing a catapult.  
Parents can support by making sure students have the right clothing, water and extra equipment e.g. waterproof coat and plastic bag to 
put in shoes in wet and winter weather. Students will need warm clothing, gloves and hat this term along with their waterproof boots, 
coat and thick socks.  

Catering 
Mrs Read 

 Spring half term 1 we are focussing 
on healthy lunches.  We will be 
looking at nutrional value, 
seasonings and adaptations.  We 
will be talking about presentation. 

 We will be making foods such as: 
o Roasted veg and couscous salad 
o Layered Pasta Salad 
o Tortilla Pizza 
o Stuffed Jacket potato 
o Tomato Soup 

 Spring half term 2 we are focussing 
on desserts.  We will be learning 
about Weighing, mixing, frying 
(using heat), making a sauce over a 
hob. 

 We will be making the following 
foods: 
o Sweet Mini Pancakes 
o Welsh Cakes, Apple cake 
o Bread and Butter Pudding 
o Key Lime Pie, Malva Pudding 

 Please encourage your daughter to help in the kitchen.  
Remind them to use their claw grip and bridge hold when 
chopping vegetables.  Help them to practice boiling pasta 
and knowing when it’s ready. 
 

 In the second half of the term please bake with your 
daughter, get them to use a scale and help them to 
understand why we zero the scale before we start to 
weigh. 

 Please take lots of photos and email them in to me.  An 
excellent slip will be given if photos are sent in to me or 
emailed to me. 
mrs.read@limpsfield-grange.surrey.sch.uk 

 Al dente 

 Seasoning 

 Adaptations 

 Presentation 
 

 Frying 

 Boiling 

 Simmering 
 

 

 

mailto:mrs.read@limpsfield-grange.surrey.sch.uk

