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11O Curriculum Overview 
Spring Term 2021 

 

Subject  Area(s) of Study  Suggestions for Parental Support/Involvement  
at Home 

Key words 

English 
Language &  
English 
Literature 
Mrs Forbes 
AQA GCSE 
 

 NB Areas of study will be adapted as home 
learning continues/ we return to school 
and to reflect final decisions concerning 
teacher assessment GCSE requirements 
once confirmed by DfE. 

 Creative reading and writing 

 Non fiction reading and writing 

 Focus on key set texts once confirmed – e.g. 
Macbeth 

 Looking at examples of completed answers 
and looking at how marks are awarded using 
mark schemes 

 Completing examination style questions 

 Revisiting set texts for GCSE and creating 
notes and plans for assessment 

 Revisit creative and non-fiction reading and 
writing skills 

 Exam skills – interpreting questions and 
unseen fiction and non – fiction extracts, 
reading skills, examination planning and 
writing within specific time frames 

 Talk to your daughter about her work, ask her to 
share the positive points from each week 

 Discuss different written forms 
newspapers/magazines/ 

 online articles encouraging your daughter to 
summarise the key ideas and explain the 
language used

 Point out different sentence structures, 
especially where short sentences are used. Like 
this!  

 Discuss the set texts – Macbeth/An Inspector 
Calls/A Christmas Carol 

 Ask your daughter to explain why different 
characters are important, to summarise the plot 
and give you details about settings and key 
themes. EG Responsibility in An Inspector Calls, 
Poverty in A Christmas Carol 

simile, alliteration, emotive 
language, rhetorical question, 
sound, imagery, personification, 
direct address, register, mood, tone, 
facts, opinion, repetition, puns, 
humour, formal, informal, theme, 
character, plot, setting, social and 
historical context, atmosphere, 
mood, contrast, true, false, explicit 
implicit, synthesis, summary, 
structure, quotation, nouns, verbs, 
adverbs, pronouns, readers, 
audience, perspective, discourse 
markers 
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Maths  
Mr McMillan 
 

GCSE : OCR 
 

Entry Level 
Functional 
Skills : 
Pearson 
 

GCSE 

 Areas of focus in class:

 Understanding numerical problems 

 Revision of topics specific to students’ 
needs 

 Completing exam questions in range of 
topics 

 Understand the meaning of maths 
command words/phrases 

 Completing past papers, exam practice 
  

Functional Skills Maths

 Exam practice working towards relevant 
level functional skills qualification (revision 
of topics specific to students’ needs; 
completing exam questions in range of 
topics; past papers) 

 Working to develop skills in functional 
mathematics that is used in everyday life 

 Developing skills at interpreting 
practical/word problems to determine the 
maths required 

 Encourage your daughter to do some revision.  
This will help her to be more prepared for the 
exams/assessment she will face before the end 
of Year 11. 

 
 For Maths:

 Practice is the best revision – which means the 
best way to revise maths is by doing practice 
questions 

 Help your daughter to prepare some flash cards 
that contain the formulae she needs to learn.  
(For GCSEs, your daughter already has a sheet 
with the relevant formulae, though this can be 
re-provided if needed). 

 Find situations where your daughter can 
practice using a calculator.  Make sure she has a 
suitable calculator to use (GCSE – a scientific 
calculator, Functional Skills – a good standard 
calculator) 

 Encourage your daughter to do some maths 
every day.  Do a little bit of maths every day, 
even if it’s only for 10 minutes.  The more your 
daughter practices, the better she will become.   
This can be problem-solving around travel and 
shopping situations.  Examples could be how 
long will it take to travel to your destination 
based on your speed, for how long would you 
need to save to buy a particular item? 

Topic specific keywords: 
  
http://studymaths.co.uk/glossary.ph
p 
is a good resource for looking up 
definitions of mathematical terms 
  
Maths command words/phrases: 
Estimate 
Explain 
Work out 
Simplify 
Give your answer in its simplest 
form 
Calculate 
Expand 
You must show your workings 
Describe fully 
Solve 
Factorise 
Sketch 

 Construct, using ruler and 
compasses 
Measure 
Diagram NOT accurately drawn 
(See PIXI Maths Command words) 

 

http://studymaths.co.uk/glossary.php
http://studymaths.co.uk/glossary.php
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 Wherever possible, involve your daughter in 
doing practical maths to develop her awareness 
of functional numeracy 

 Identify and draw attention to situations where 
you are using maths in everyday life; tasks at 
home which require numbers or numerical 
knowledge or calculations.  Point out what these 
are, and what could go wrong if we don’t use 
our maths skills (e.g. miss the train, best value 
shopping, measuring out ingredients, food 
labels, burn/undercook the dinner!) 

 

Biology 
Mrs Whitney 
Edexcel GCSE 
 

 Exchange & Transport in Animals 

 Ecosystems & Material Cycles 

 Talk to your daughter about her targets and her 
progress 

 Help your daughter to study and revise by 
testing her on key words and getting her to 
explain processes to you 

 Encourage your daughter to read popular 
science books or magazines and discuss them 
with her 

 Talk about science based stories in the news 

 Visit science related places of interest and 
museums 

Respiration 
Aerobic 
Anaerobic 
Exothermic  
Diffusion 
Concentration gradient 
Artery 
Vein 
Capillary 
Phagocyte 
Lymphocyte 
Atrium  
Ventricle 
Cardiac output 
Respirometer  
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Ecosystem 
Population 
Interdependent 
Producer 
Consumer 
Abiotic factor 
Biotic factor 
Quadrat 
Transect 
Biodiversity 
Pollution 
Parasite 
Decomposition  

Art 
Miss Grant 
AQA Fine Art 
8202 
 
 

Personal project 
Students will continue to develop their 
personal project work.  They will show the 
development of their ideas and produce and 
produce a final outcome.  Learning will include: 

 Developing drawing skills to improve 
shading and use of tonal range. 

 Developing technical skills in a range of 
media. 

 Developing planning skills and being able to 
skilfully present ideas.   

 To be able to create a dynamic 
composition. 

 To develop research skills and to respond to 
the work of different artists. 

 Discussing artists’ work at home and talking 
through your daughter’s own ideas and 
responses. 

 Taking own photos relevant to project work 
(these can be emailed to Miss Grant for 
printing). 

 Encouraging drawing/making for pleasure. 

 Copying drawings from 
images/photographs/artists’ work is very good 
for developing observational skills regardless of 
the subject matter (if the subject matter is 
relevant to the project that is great but any 
drawing practice will help). 

 Keeping a sketchbook/jotter to gather images 
and jot down good ideas. 

The Formal Elements 
Line 
Tone 
Form 
Shape 
Texture 
Colour 
Contrast 
Shading 
Blending 
Directional shading 
Mark-making 
Shadow 
Chiaroscuro 
Accuracy 
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 To develop annotation skills to show the 
development of ideas. 

 To present a personal, meaningful and 
skilful final outcome. 

 

Guidance for good drawing practice: 

 Using a sharp pencil 

 Including as much detail as possible 

 Using the full tonal range when shading  

 Blended shading 
 
 

Observation 
Narrative 
Annotation 
Thought process 
Final piece 
Personal response 
Outcome 
Analysis 
Originality 
Purposeful 
Meaningful 
Independence 
Consistent 
Fluent 
 

ICT 
Mrs Janaway 
 

BTEC Firsts Information and Creative 
Technology  
Unit 3 - Creating an ePortfolio (website) 

 Design a digital portfolio 

 Create a digital portfolio 

 Test (using feedback) 

 Write an evaluation 
 

 Discuss the features of websites  

 Look at examples of ePorfolios. Discuss their 
content and design - ePortfolio Examples | 
(auburn.edu) 

 Discuss the information included in a CV.  

 The software we will be using is online and can be 
accessed at home to practise using the different 
features – https://www.webstarts.com/login   

 Students will need to create an account if they do 
not have one already. 

 More details of this unit are available on the 
Pearson website - 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualificatio

portfolio 
content 
biography  
purpose 
target audience 
storyboard/plan 
style  
mood 
timeline 
structure 

diagram 
home page  
interface 

assets 
audio  
video 
resolution 
upload 
hyperlink 
page layout 
formatting 
accessibility 
functionality 
usability 
 

https://wp.auburn.edu/writing/eportfolio-project/eportfolio-examples/
https://wp.auburn.edu/writing/eportfolio-project/eportfolio-examples/
https://www.webstarts.com/login
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/information-and-creative-technology-2012-nqf.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
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ns/btec-firsts/information-and-creative-
technology-2012-
nqf.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-
UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials 

 

assets 
navigation 
navigation bar 
file format 

PE 
Miss 
Richardson 
 

 Ball skills/ Invasion Games (Netball) 
Including passing, catching, traveling with 
the ball, shooting and mini team games 

 Boxing/Dance/Fitness (on Zoom when Home 
Learning) 

 General fitness 

 Ability to be active for a sustained period of 
time 

 Habits for healthy living 

 Ongoing work on transferable core strength 
and stability 

 On the evening of PE day (Thursday), encourage 
your daughter to do some different stretches to 
ease potential muscle soreness.  

 Encourage your daughter to be active over the 
weekend/ evenings. There are some great 
resources on YouTube including Joe Wicks’ PE.  

 Encourage a healthy lifestyle for your daughter  

 Encourage your daughter to watch sporting 
events live/ on TV/ on Youtube. Particularly of 
women in sport.   

 Try to get outside once a day, either to walk, or 
exercise. 

 

chest pass 
bounce pass 
shoulder pass 
pivot 
third 
semi-circle 
netball 
mark/marking 
goal 
defend 
attack 
  
warmup 
cooldown 
pulse  
pulse raiser 
endorphins 

 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/information-and-creative-technology-2012-nqf.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/information-and-creative-technology-2012-nqf.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/information-and-creative-technology-2012-nqf.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/information-and-creative-technology-2012-nqf.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials

