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8C Curriculum Overview 
Spring Term 2021 

 

Subject  Area(s) of Study  Suggestions for Parental Support/Involvement  
at Home 

Key words 

English 
Mrs Onipko 
 

 Students will continue to read War Horse by 
Michael Morpurgo this term and will be 
doing a creative unit about WW1 using 
drama/dance/music 

 Students will use the novel and its themes to 
explore a wide range of other fiction and 
non-fiction texts such as poetry, propaganda 
posters, newspaper articles and other 
historical sources 

 Students will be expected to express their 
personal viewpoints in both written and 
spoken tasks 

 Students will be looking at different types of 
narrators and their effects 

 Students will develop their analysis skills, 
exploring how a writer achieves effects 

 Students will be producing a wide range of 
written responses including poetry, creative 
writing and nonfiction texts such as 
speeches, developing their confidence to 
write within a set timeframe 

 Students will also be responding through 
role-play and practical tasks such as debating 

 Talk to your daughter about her targets and 
what she has done each week to move towards 
them 

 Encourage your daughter to talk about the text. 
Explaining the plot, characters, setting etc. will 
help her to consolidate her learning 

 Encourage your daughter to research WW1 
independently, either online or by asking family 
members 

 Encourage your daughter to read on a daily basis 

 Encourage your daughter to express her 
personal viewpoint on a wide range of topics  

 Talk to your daughter about how informal and 
formal language works 

 Support your daughter with her weekly 
homework task 

Core Key Words 

fiction, non-fiction, context, 
language, language techniques, 
narrator, analysis, mood and 
tone, structure, character, 
setting, sensory description 
formal language, informal 
language, personification, 
contractions, slang, standard 
English, rhetorical questions, 
extract, novel, argue, persuade 

Extension 

prose, purpose, imagery, simile, 
metaphor, sound imagery, 
sibilance, syntax 

 



 
 

2 
 

 Throughout the term students will be 
working on vocabulary tasks and being 
encouraged to develop the technical 
accuracy of their written responses 

Maths  
Mrs 
Chippington 
 

 Ratio and Proportion 

 Measures, Perimeter and Area 

 Angles and 2D Shapes 

 Graphs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Use MyMaths  and MangaHigh at home 

 Encourage your daughter to use the calculator 
on her phone 

 Play online Maths games – e.g. Transum 
Mathematics (http://www.transum.org) 

 Try puzzle books/sudoku 

 Play games that involve mental maths – 
Monopoly, Scrabble, etc. 

 Practice using measures when preparing food 
and cooking – e.g. reading scales, measuring out 
quantities 

 Ask questions around preparing food and  

 cooking – e.g. if we double the recipe how much 
will we need of that particular ingredient? 

 Look for use of statistics on news programmes, 
or in newspapers or magazines.  Sports results 
can be a good place to look for statistics and 
graphs.  Look at the scales used on graphs and 
how they are titled and labelled.  What do the 
statistics tell you? 

 Discuss food pricing when in the supermarket or 
shopping online, look for good deals, etc. 

Ratio 
Proportion 
Direct proportion 
Scaling 
Simplify 
Unitary method 
Length 
Mass 
Capacity 
Metric units 
Imperial units 
Circumference 
Radius 
Diameter  
Arc 
Parallel 
Perpendicular 
Quadrilateral 
Interior angle 
Exterior angle 
Regular shape 
Irregular shape 
congruent 
 

Coordinates 

Table 
straight 
line graph 
Real-life 
graph 
Gradient 
intercept 

http://www.transum.org/
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Science 
Mrs Whitney 
 

 
 

 
 

 Breathing and Respiration 

 Periodic Table 

 Light 
 

 Watch science documentaries on TV/ computer 

 Try home science experiments 

 Read and discuss science topics in the news – 
use the internet to research background 

 Visit science based museums and exhibitions. 

Respiration 
Breathing 
Inhale 
Exhale 
Alveoli 
Aerobic 
Anaerobic 
Atom  
Element 
Compound 
Property 
Trend 
Source 
Opaque 
Reflection 
Refraction 
Diffusion 
Lens 
Spectrum 
filter 

  



 
 

4 
 

ICT 
Mrs Simpson 
 

 Improving IT Functional skills using 
Microsoft Office tools in PowerPoint, Word 
and Excel 

 Health and safety related to using a 
computer 

 Bitmap images 

 Operating online – buying and selling 

 Databases 

 Programming and cybersecurity using 
online software 

 Encourage your daughter to respond to emails 
and send work to their teachers independently.  

 Ensure your daughter knows how to copy and 
paste on the device they are using – Windows 
laptops/PCs, Macs and tablets all operate 
differently.  

 Your daughter can use the Microsoft Office 
software though Office 365. If you do not know 
how to access this, please contact Mrs 
Simpson.  

 Take photos with a digital camera or 
Smartphone and practise uploading them to a 
laptop or PC. You could email some of these to 
your daughter’s tutor to show what you have 
been doing during lockdown, e.g. cooking, 
walking, exercising, etc.  

 Look at online websites. These websites are 
updated regularly with new resources –  

       Thinkuknow - home 
       Young people - Childnet 

Online safety | NSPCC  
       Staying safe online | Childline (check out the  
    games and art box on this website)  

 Look out for and discuss online safety stories in 
the news.  

 You can download or access some 
programming software online. There are often 

formatting 
align 
italics 
bullet points 
table 
animations 
transitions 
WordArt 
graphics 
crop 
rotate 
spellcheck 
header 
footer 
snipping tool 
Screenshot 
pixel 
resolution 
Excel 
cell 
cell reference 
column 
field 
row 
record 
filter 
sort 
primary key 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childnet.com/young-people
https://www.childnet.com/young-people
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/staying-safe-online/
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tutorials, for how create games, within the 
website or you will also find these on YouTube.  

 
Scratch - Scratch - Imagine, Program, Share 
(mit.edu) 
 

Kodu - Kodu Game Lab - KoduGameLab 
 

 

online service 
online account 
verification 
password 
Cookies 
data 
text 
image 
number 
video 
sound 
currency 
date / time 
alphanumeric 
URL 
download 
upload 
age appropriate 
etiquette 
grooming 
troll 
stalking 
nudes/sexting 
RSI 
command 
block 
instruction 
sequence, repeat, repetition 

 

https://scratch.mit.edu/
https://scratch.mit.edu/
https://www.kodugamelab.com/
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Art 
Miss Grant 

 

Still life 
 

 Patrick Caulfield, Pablo Picasso, Juan Gris, 
Paul Cezanne, Pierre-Auguste Renoir 

 To be able to create an artist research page 
with images, a thought shower and analysis 

 To know what information to provide about 
artists 

 To develop dynamic composition skills 

 To be able fragment an image 

 To develop drawing skills using range of 
materials 

 To develop collage skills 

 Methodical working using mixed media. 

 The Tate Gallery have excellent resources on 
Pop Art:  Pop Art – What Is That? | Tate Kids, 
Pop art – Art Term | Tate 

 Encouraging drawing or colouring for pleasure 
Copying drawings from artists is very good for 
developing observational skills regardless of the 
subject matter 

 Encouraging good drawing practice: 

 Using a sharp pencil 

 Including as much detail as possible 

 Using a ruler for straight lines 

 Using the full tonal range to show form 

 Create your own still life and take photos or 
sketch. 
 

Abstraction 
Outline 
Space 
Perspective 
Viewpoint 
Surreal 
Cubism 
Fragmented 
Distorted 
Picture plane 
Avant-garde 
Composition 
Overlapping 
Layered 
Diagonal 
Dynamic 
Convention 
Impressionism 
Rebellion 
Mark-making 
Fluidity 
 

 

 

  

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/what-is/pop-art
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/p/pop-art
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Humanities 
Mrs Simpson 

 

Oceans  

 
 Learning technical vocabulary 

 Investigating different ecosystems 

  Considering different things and how they 
affect the ocean such as climates and 
threats (particularly looking at the issues of 
plastic and pollution) 

 Being able to record and explain our ideas 

 Developing research skills 

 Considering solutions to problems 

 Developing discussion and explanation 
skills. 

 Developing knowledge on real world issues. 

 Encourage your daughter to look out for stories 
about the oceans and plastic in the media.  

 Discuss ideas surrounding pollution and 
encourage explanations for opinions where 
possible. 

 Encourage your daughter to do any further 
research into topics which has interested her.  

 Encourage your daughter to find out more 
information about the topic of oceans, plastic 
pollution or climate change for wider reading.  

 Practicing any key vocabulary, particularly the 
spelling of these new words.  

 Any discussions about personal opinions on 
plastic pollution in the ocean. 

Biomes 
Ecosystems 
Climate 
Pollution 
Coriolis Effect 
Climate Change 
Threat  
Summarise 
Explanation 
Decomposition 
Impact 
Solutions  
Research. 

 

 

Catering 
Mrs Read 
 

 Our theme for the first half spring term is all 
about healthy lunches and nutrition and 
then the second half is about desserts.  
Foods we will cook over the spring term 
include: Roasted Veg and Couscous salad, 
Layered Salad, Tortilla Pizza, Spicy Tomato 
Soup, Tuna Pasta Salad, Sweet Mini 
Pancakes, Welsh Cakes, Keylime Pie, Apple 
Cake 

 Get your daughter cooking in the kitchen and 
helping out with food preparation.  Get her to 
practise her knife skills using her claw grip and 
bridge hold.  Doing the washing up and packing 
away of dishes will also help to increase her 
ability in which to do so in school. 

Eatwell Guide 
nutrients 
nutrition 
carbohydrates 
protein 
al dente 
whisk 
layer 
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PE 
Miss Richardson 

 

 Ball skills/ Invasion Games (Netball) 
Including passing, catching, traveling with 
the ball, shooting and mini team games 

 Boxing/Dance/Fitness (on Zoom when Home 
Learning) 

 General fitness 

 Ability to be active for a sustained period of 
time 

 Habits for healthy living 

 Ongoing work on transferable core strength 
and stability 

 

 On the evening of PE day (Thursday), encourage 
your daughter to do some different stretches to 
ease potential muscle soreness.  

 Encourage your daughter to be active over the 
weekend/ evenings. There are some great 
resources on YouTube including Joe Wicks’ PE.  

 Encourage a healthy lifestyle for your daughter  

 Encourage your daughter to watch sporting 
events live/ on TV/ on Youtube. Particularly of 
women in sport.   

 Try to get outside once a day, either to walk, or 
exercise. 

 

Chest pass 
Bounce pass 
Shoulder pass 
Pivot 
Third 
Semi-circle 
Netball 
Mark/marking 
Goal 
Defend 
Attack 
  
Warmup 
Cooldown 
Pulse  
Pulse raiser 
Endorphins 

SOLD 
Mrs Eves 

Surrey Outdoor Learning and Development is part of the week where students work on areas linked to our WACI curriculum.  It usually 
takes place at High Ashurst. Students work particularly on the Wellbeing, Communication and Independence strands.    
The students undertake activities which promote working as a team, problem solving, communicating with each other as well as building 
resilience and adaptability. Along with this each student will be encouraged to challenge herself personally. Students will learn the 
importance of planning, communication and compromise while working in a team and developing leadership skills throughout this 
programme.  This term students will complete some work via zoom reflecting on their time at SOLD. Students working in school will 
complete SOLD activities onsite. Once all students are back to school SOLD will start again at High Ashurst. 
Parents may support us by ensuring students have the right clothing, water and extra equipment necessary including a waterproof coat 
and a plastic bag for wet shoes in winter weather and a hat and sunscreen hot weather. The weekly plan will be adapted as needed in 
response to any COVID-19 recommendations. 

 


