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Limpsfield Grange School Catch-up Premium (COVID-19) Strategy May 2021 

What is Catch-up Premium (COVID-19)? 

In June 2020 the Government announced £1 billion of funding to support children and young people to catch up on missed learning caused by 

coronavirus (COVID19). This is especially important for the most vulnerable students and those from disadvantaged backgrounds. On the 

www.gov.uk website it states: “Schools should use this funding for specific activities to support their pupils’ education recovery in line with the 

curriculum expectations in the actions for schools during the coronavirus outbreak guidance. While schools can use their funding in a way that 

suits their cohort and circumstances, they are expected to use this funding for specific activities which will help pupils catch up on missed 

learning. Schools should particularly focus on disadvantaged and vulnerable pupils as we know they have been most affected.” More information 

can be found by following this link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/catch-up-premium-coronavirus-covid-19/catch-up-premium  

 

The Catch-up Premium (COVID-19) at Limpsfield Grange 2020-21 – our priorities 

At Limpsfield Grange all of our students have Special Educational Needs and have an Education Health and Care Plan. Approximately 85% of our 

cohort has been identified as autistic, and many of our students have High Functioning Autism or Asperger’s. Children and young people who 

have special educational needs and disabilities are more likely than other children to grow up in deprived households.  According to the National 

Autistic Society only 16% of autistic adults are in paid employment; 40% of autistic people have an anxiety related mental health difficulty and 

70% of High Functioning Autistic people have mental health difficulties. The majority of our students have not met national expectations for 

progress at the end of KS2 in either English or Maths, and are categorized as low attainers. 

 

Our aim is for all of our students to become happy, healthy, empowered and included adults, who participate in, and contribute towards society. 

To enable our students to be happy and active citizens we have created a curriculum underpinned by our four areas for development: 

Wellbeing Achievement Communication Independence 

The areas of wellbeing, achievement, communication and independence present the greatest barriers to learning and success for students at 

Limpsfield Grange. 

http://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-3-curriculum-behaviour-and-pastoral-support
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/catch-up-premium-coronavirus-covid-19/catch-up-premium
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During the periods of national lockdown, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the students at Limpsfield Grange were able to access a full online 

learning package. Students followed a daily timetable of zoom lessons, and completed a range of whole class, small group and individual lessons 

on zoom. Despite the high quality remote home learning offer teachers identified some students who had gaps in their learning once they 

returned to face to face teaching in school. There were varied reasons for this e.g. some students due to their attention and concentration 

difficulties found it incredibly difficult to focus when at home, some students found organizing themselves and using the technology very 

challenging and this slowed down their pace of learning. 

The priority for students engaging in Catch-up Premium (COVID-19) is for them to attend interventions that focus on a specific learning gap that 

we identified when schools fully reopened in March 2021. 

Catch-up Premium (COVID-19) funding and interventions in 2020-21 

Special schools have been allocated £240 per student in Catch-up Premium (COVID-19) funding. At Limpsfield Grange this is a total of £22,080 

for this academic year. Payment is divided into three parts, we received £4,800 in the Autumn term, £8,080 for the Spring term and a further 

£9,200 in the Summer term. 

 

Throughout the period of home learning a range of students accessed Catch-up Premium (COVID-19) interventions via zoom. In the main these 

were reading and spelling interventions as the students identified required very regular intervention in order to improve their reading and 

spelling ages.  

Once back in school in March 2021 students have accessed a range of interventions as listed below: 

Number of students Subject Who the intervention is led by 

8 (individually) Reading and spelling Intervention lead – qualified teacher 

13 (individually)  Maths Intervention lead – qualified teacher 

6 (in small groups) English Subject teachers 

3 (as a group) Religious Studies Subject teacher 
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Limpsfield Grange School Catch-up Premium (COVID19) strategy is monitored and evaluated through learning walks; work scrutiny discussions 

with students about their work; support and challenge for individual teachers; regular SLT discussion to assess the impact of the strategy; the 

School Improvement Plan and external review with our School Improvement Advisor.  

 
The Assistant Headteacher has overall responsibility for the Catch-up Premium (COVID19) strategy. The Assistant Headteacher meets on a weekly 

basis with the intervention teacher to review the scope and breadth of interventions and their success in meeting individual student needs and 

closing the COVID19 related learning gaps. Student progress is reported termly to the Curriculum Community and Student Welfare Committee 

and the Full Governing Body for further review. 

Our success criteria for the Limpsfield Grange Catch-up Premium (COVID-19) Strategy 2020-21 

At Limpsfield Grange we assess the impact of our Catch up premium spending through: 

 Attendance – students identified as requiring a Catch-up Premium (COVID-19) intervention should have rates of attendance in line with 

or better than the schools attendance target. 

 Achievement – students attending a Catch-up Premium (COVID-19) intervention should achieve the bespoke target set by their subject 

teacher at the start of the intervention as measured from their baseline.  

 

Catch up Premium outcomes 2020-21 

Intervention Outcomes 

GCSE English with three Year 10 students: 

To be able to identify key poetic techniques and explain the 

effect. 

 Students will be able to identify key poetic techniques (simile, metaphor, 

personification, alliteration, rhyme). Students will be able to state at least one effect 

of simile, metaphor and personification in unseen poetry. 

GCSE RE with three Year 10 students: 

To understand key Christian teachings and key words 

linked to the Marriage and Family Unit 

 

 Students will be able to explain the key teachings and use at least five key words 

when doing this.  
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Reading and Spelling, with 8 students across Year 7-10: 

To increase reading and spelling ages by at least 6 months 

by the end of the Summer term  

 

 

 Students reading and spelling will have improved by at least 6 months from the 

baseline scores when measured using the Salford Reading Test. 

Maths, with 13 students across Year 7-11: 

Bespoke targets for each student 

 For each bespoke learning objective the student is baselined and then re-tested to 

determine if the objective has been met.  

 May 2021 – 11 of the 13 students have met at least one of the objectives set by their 

subject teacher. 

  

If you would like to discuss the way we use this funding please contact the school and we would be happy to speak to you. 

Janine Chippington Assistant Headteacher – updated May 2021. 

 


