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11S Curriculum Overview 
Spring Term 2022 

 

Subject  Area(s) of Study  Suggestions for Parental Support/Involvement  
at Home 

Key words 

English 
Language &  
English Literature 
Mrs Forbes 
 
AQA English Literature 
(8702) 
 
AQA English Language 
(8700) 
 
 
 

 We will be rereading An Inspector Calls and 
developing skills to analyse unseen poems 

 Students will be analysing character, 
themes, contexts and ideas 

 Poetry tasks will also be used to explore and 
compare unseen poems.  

 We will check and consolidate exam skills 
and knowledge of all papers both Literature 
and Language 

 We will be looking at exam exemplars, exam 
papers and mark schemes for both Language 
and Literature 

 Completing regular exam questions 

 Exploring unseen extracts, both fiction and 
non-fiction to focus on Language skills, 
identifying explicit and implicit information, 
comparing writer’s ideas and perspectives 
and how these are conveyed, analysing 
language and structure 

 Revisiting technical skills, including sentence 
and whole text structure, summaries, 
punctuation and paragraphs 

 Talk to your daughter about her targets and what 
she is doing in order to make progress 

 Ask you daughter what she has learned each 
week 

 Watch any version of An Inspector Calls, 
Macbeth, A Christmas Carol together 

 Try to make sure that your daughter reads every 
day as this is a really useful way to build creative 
writing ideas and skills and build analytical skills 

 Encourage your daughter to make detailed 
references to what she is reading in order to back 
up her ideas 

 Discuss different written forms 
newspapers/magazines/online articles 
encouraging your daughter to summarise the key 
ideas 

 Point out different sentence structures, 
especially where short sentences are used. Like 
this!  

 Point out language on billboards, buses, posters 
and discuss connotations and how this makes the 
reader feel 

Key words:  vocabulary, language, 
features, imagery, setting, character, 
reader, sentence, show not tell, 
paragraph, punctuation, structure, 
sequence, summary, voice, viewpoint, 
description, mood, atmosphere, first 
and third person narration, verb, 
adjective, sound imagery, mood, 
tension 
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 We will be matching WACI targets to 
themes, ideas and skills 

 

 Encourage your daughter to read new 
information and summarise the key points 

Maths  
Mr McMillan 
 
 
Edexcel Functional 
Skills Maths, 
Level 1 
 
Or  
 
OCR J560 GCSE  
 
 
 
 

GCSE 
 
Areas of focus in class: 

 Understanding numerical problems 

 Revision of topics specific to students’ needs 

 Completing exam questions in range of 
topics 

 Understand the meaning of maths command 
words/phrases 

 Completing past papers, exam practice 
 

Topics to be covered: 

 Graphs 

 Combined events 

 Sequences 

 Units and proportionality 
 
Functional Skills Maths 

 Exam practice working towards relevant 
level functional skills qualification (revision 
of topics specific to students’ needs; 
completing exam questions in range of 
topics; past papers) 

 Working to develop skills in functional 
mathematics that is used in everyday life 

 Encourage your daughter to do some revision.  
This will help her to be more prepared for the 
exams/assessment she will face before the end 
of Year 11. 

 Practice is the best revision – which means the 
best way to revise maths is by doing practice 
questions 

 Help your daughter to prepare some flash cards 
that contain the formulae she needs to learn.  
(For GCSEs, your daughter already has a sheet 
with the relevant formulae, though this can be 
re-provided if needed). 

 Find situations where your daughter can practice 
using a calculator.  Make sure she has a suitable 
calculator to use (GCSE – a scientific calculator, 
Functional Skills – a good standard calculator) 

 Encourage your daughter to do some maths 
every day.  Do a little bit of maths every day, even 
if it’s only for 10 minutes.  The more your 
daughter practices, the better she will become.   
This can be problem-solving around travel and 
shopping situations.  Examples could be how long 
will it take to travel to your destination based on 
your speed, for how long would you need to save 
to buy a particular item? 

Topic specific keywords: 
 
http://studymaths.co.uk/glossary.php 
is a good resource for looking up 
definitions of mathematical terms 
 
Maths command words/phrases: 

 Estimate 

 Explain 

 Work out 

 Simplify 

 Give your answer in its simplest 
form 

 Calculate 

 Expand 

 You must show your workings 

 Describe fully 

 Solve 

 Factorise 

 Sketch 

 Construct, using ruler and 
compasses 

 Measure 

 Diagram NOT accurately drawn 

http://studymaths.co.uk/glossary.php
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 Developing skills at interpreting 
practical/word problems to determine the 
maths required 

 Wherever possible, involve your daughter in 
doing practical maths to develop her awareness 
of functional numeracy 

 Identify and draw attention to situations where 
you are using maths in everyday life; tasks at 
home which require numbers or numerical 
knowledge or calculations.  Point out what these 
are, and what could go wrong if we don’t use our 
maths skills (e.g. miss the train, best value 
shopping, measuring out ingredients, food 
labels, burn/undercook the dinner!) 

Biology 
Mrs Whitney 
 
Edexcel GCSE Biology 
1BIO 
 
 

 Exchange and transport in animals 

 Revisiting Plant structures & their functions 

 Watch science documentaries on TV/ computer  

 Try home science experiments - here is a great 
website:  https://www.sciencefun.org/kidszone/
experiments/   

 Read and discuss science topics in the news – use 
the internet to research background  

 Make flash-cards with your daughter to support 
her with learning the key words from each topic 

 Help your daughter to revise by providing a quiet 
space for her to work, away from distractions.  

artery 
vein  
capillary 
heart 
circulation 
respiration 
diffusion 
surface area 
Fick’s Law 
 

photosynthesis 
limiting factor 
rate 
control 
transpiration 
absorption 
xylem 
phloem 

ICT 
Mrs Janaway 
 
BTEC Firsts Information 
and Creative 
Technology (2012) 
(Pearson) 

BTEC Firsts Information and Creative 
Technology (2012) (Pearson) 
 
Unit 9 – Spreadsheet Development 

 Review two existing spreadsheets 

 Design a spreadsheet 

 Create a spreadsheet 

 Discuss the various different uses of spreadsheets 
in the working world and at home.  

 More details of this unit are available on the 
Pearson website - 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualificati
ons/btec-firsts/information-and-creative-
technology-2012-

target audience 
brief 
sources 
autofill 
conditional formatting 
cell formatting  
filter 

https://www.sciencefun.org/kidszone/experiments/
https://www.sciencefun.org/kidszone/experiments/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/information-and-creative-technology-2012-nqf.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/information-and-creative-technology-2012-nqf.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/information-and-creative-technology-2012-nqf.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
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https://qualifications.p
earson.com/en/qualific
ations/btec-
firsts/information-and-
creative-technology-
2012-nqf.html 
 
 

 Test (using feedback) 

 Write an evaluation 

nqf.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-
UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials 

sort 
formulae  
data validation 
data entry form 
worksheets 
header 
page break 
functions (e.g. sum, average, count, 
lookup, index) 
lookup tables 
relative and absolute cell referencing 
what if function 
cell protection 
charts and graphs 
hyperlinks 
menu 

Art 
Miss Grant 
 
AQA Fine Art GCSE 
8202 
 

Personal project 
Students will continue to develop their personal 
project work.  They will show the development 
of their ideas and produce and produce a final 
outcome.  Learning will include: 

 Developing drawing skills to improve 
shading and use of tonal range. 

 Developing technical skills in a range of 
media. 

 Developing planning skills and being able to 
skilfully present ideas.   

 To be able to create a dynamic composition. 

 Discussing artists’ work at home and talking 
through your daughter’s own ideas and 
responses. 

 Taking own photos relevant to project work 
(these can be emailed to Miss Grant for printing). 

 Encouraging drawing/making for pleasure. 

 Copying drawings from images, photographs or 
artists’ work is very good for developing 
observational skills regardless of the subject 
matter (if the subject matter is relevant to the 
project that is great but any drawing practice will 
help). 

The Formal Elements 
line 
tone 
form 
shape 
texture 
colour 
contrast 
shading 
blending 
directional shading 
mark-making 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/information-and-creative-technology-2012-nqf.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/information-and-creative-technology-2012-nqf.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/information-and-creative-technology-2012-nqf.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/information-and-creative-technology-2012-nqf.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/information-and-creative-technology-2012-nqf.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/information-and-creative-technology-2012-nqf.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/information-and-creative-technology-2012-nqf.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/information-and-creative-technology-2012-nqf.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
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 To develop research skills and to respond to 
the work of different artists. 

 To develop annotation skills to show the 
development of ideas. 

 To present a personal, meaningful and skilful 
final outcome. 

 

 Keeping a sketchbook/jotter to gather images 
and jot down good ideas. 

 
Guidance for good drawing practice: 

o Using a sharp pencil 
o Including as much detail as possible 
o Using the full tonal range when shading  
o Blended shading 

 
 

shadow 
Chiaroscuro 
accuracy 
observation 
narrative 
annotation 
thought process 
final piece 
personal response 
outcome 
analysis 
originality 
purposeful 
meaningful 
independence 
consistent 
fluent 

RE 
Mrs Chang 
 
Edexcel GCSE Religious 
Studies B 1RBO 
 

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies B 
 
Paper 1 Religion and Ethics: Christianity 
Unit 4: Matters of Life and Death 

 The origins and the value of the universe 

 The sanctity of life 

 The origins and value of human life 

 Abortion 

 Death and the afterlife 

 Euthanasia 

 Talk about your own beliefs with your daughter, 
discuss why people may have the opposing view, 
and ask them to back up their opinions. 

• Watch the news and read articles and talk about 
references to God, Allah and religion 

• Support your daughter to learn the key words 
which will be tested regularly in class. 

 Support your daughter to use the purple revision 
guide to consolidate learning in class. 

 Use YouTube clips linked to the exam board, they 
often give short clear explanation of the topics 

Big Bang Theory 
commodity 
sanctity 
evolution 
abortion 
ethical 
moral 
Humane Vitae 
resurrection 
paranormal 
euthanasia 
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 Christian responses to issues in the natural 
world 

 
 
Paper 2 Religion, Peace and Conflict: Islam 
Unit 4: Peace and Conflict 

 Muslim attitudes towards peace 

 Muslims and peace making 

 Muslim attitudes to conflict 

 Pacifism 

 Just War theory 

 Holy war 

 Weapons of mass destruction 

 Issues surrounding conflict 

 Watch films raising ethical questions and discuss 
after viewing: 
e.g. Me Before You (2016), Million Dollar Baby 
(2004), Vera Drake (2004), What Dreams May 
Come (1998) 
 

Websites: 
Exam Board 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualification
s/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html 
 
GCSE Edexcel Christianity  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh7bxyc 
 
GCSE Edexcel Islam 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf64pg8 
 
The Oak Academy 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-
by-key-stage/key-stage-4/subjects/religious-
education 

 

utilitarianism  
forgiveness 
reconciliation 
peacemaking 
justice 
passive resistance 
pacifism 
utilitarian ethics 

PE 
Miss Richardson 

 Spring 1 – Fitness/Aerobics/boxing 

 Spring 2 – Invasion Games/ ball skills (tag 
rugby/Gaelic football/ football/ ultimate 
Frisbee/ handball etc.) 

 Habits for healthy living 

 On the evening of PE day (Thursday), encourage 
your daughter to do some different stretches to 
ease potential muscle soreness.  

 Encourage your daughter to be active over the 
weekend/ evenings. There are some great 
resources on YouTube including Joe Wicks’ PE.  

warmup 
cooldown 
pulse  
pulse raiser 
cardiovascular 
heart rate 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh7bxyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf64pg8
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-4/subjects/religious-education
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-4/subjects/religious-education
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-4/subjects/religious-education
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 Ongoing work on transferable core 
strength and stability 

 

 Encourage a healthy lifestyle for your daughter  

 Encourage your daughter to watch sporting 
events live/ on TV/ on Youtube. Particularly of 
women in sport.   

 Try to get outside once a day, either to walk, or 
exercise. 

 
attack 
defend 
attacking 
defensive 
opposition/opponent 

Bore Place 
 

Bore Place is a 500-acre multifunctional estate which will provide an opportunity for students to learn outside the classroom. Students will 
participate in activities that will support them to develop skills linked to our WACI curriculum. The Bore Place ethos is built on offering young 
people different experiences that might ignite an interest for future work experience or employment. A key part of their work is to expose young 
people to as many different opportunities to allow them the time and space to be able to make choices about what they might want for their 
future. The focus is on developing individual skills and qualities and interpersonal skills such as teamwork, co-operation, independence, resilience 
and problem solving. https://www.boreplace.org/ . 

Catering Students who opted for Catering will be participating in a bespoke course each Wednesday afternoon at NESCOT College. The course will cover 
units that form part of the Level 2 Professional Cooking course and NESCOT will award students an in-house certificate listing the units the students 
have completed. There will not be a formal assessment, the tutor will assess the students informally each week. As well as giving the students the 
opportunity to develop their cooking skills in a professional style kitchen students will also gain the experience of being in a large mainstream 
college setting. 

 
 
 

https://www.boreplace.org/

