
 

 
 

Curriculum Overviews Autumn 2026 
Year 9J 

Subject English Teacher: Mrs Simpson / Mrs Forbes 

Termly units of 

study 

Animal Farm – Classic Text 
Noughts and Crosses – Modern play 

• We will be reading a classic text, discussing plot, character, context and setting.  

• We will be reading a modern play and making comparisons with Romeo and Juliet. 

• We will also be exploring the writer's use of language and key themes as preparation for literature analysis at KS4. 

• Students will be encouraged to develop their own personal response and support this with detailed references to the texts using PETAZL. 

• Students will explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure and compare writers’ ideas and perspectives. 

• In their own writing they will be encouraged to communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and 
register for different forms, purposes and audiences.  

• Where appropriate Core Skills will be revisited to prepare students for a Functional Skills pathway. 

Suggestions for 

Parental Support at 

home 

• Talk to your daughter about her work, ask her to share the positive points from each week. 

• Ask your daughter to tell you something about the characters in the texts and to summarize the story. 

• Ask her about the key themes and how these are used. 

• Discuss your own reading. 
Encourage your daughter to read and write for pleasure and ask her to summarise, predict, ask questions and to clarify words she may not 
know. 
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Subject Maths Teacher: Mr McMillan 

Termly units of 

study 

• Whole numbers and decimals 

• Measures, perimeter and area 

• Expressions and formulae 

• Fractions, decimals and percentages 

Suggestions for 

Parental Support at 

home 

• Practice using a calculator 

• Look for tasks at home which require numbers or numerical knowledge or calculations. 

• When cooking and baking, get your daughter involved in reading the instructions, following recipes, weighing and measuring out 
ingredients. 

• Involve your daughter in household food shopping to practice reading food labels, comparing brands and prices, and finding the best deals. 

• Pose problems around travel situations. 

• Make sure your daughter can tell the time by reading both analogue and digital clocks. 

• Play maths games at home – e.g. dominoes, chess, cards and memory games. 
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Subject Science Teacher: Mrs Dixon 

Termly units of 

study 

Plant Growth 
• Reactions in plants 
• Plant reproduction 
• Plant adaptations 
• Plant products 
• Growing crops 
• Farming problems 
Genetics and Evolution 
• Environmental variation 
• Inherited variation 
• DNA 
• Genes and extinction 
• Natural selection 

Suggestions for 

Parental Support at 

home 

• Read science books and magazines with your daughter. 

• Discuss scientific issues that appear in the news, encourage her to think about issues that may affect her, such as climate change. 

• Get your daughter to think about issues where there is no right or wrong answer, such as genetic modification and help her to explore all 
sides of an argument before forming her own opinion. 

• Encourage your daughter to use a stopwatch, read a thermometer and measure liquid into a jug. 

• Watch BBC documentaries featuring David Attenborough, such as ‘Kingdom of Plants’ and ‘The Green Planet’. 

• Visit museums and exhibitions. 

• Take a walk in your area and observe the diversity of plant and animal life. 
Encourage your daughter to grow a plant, a flower or her own vegetables/fruit. 
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Subject Art Teacher: Miss Grant 

Termly units of 

study 

Composition 

• To develop confidence in freehand drawing through quick sketches 

• Georgia O’Keeffe, Charles Rennie Mackintosh. 

• To be able to create an artist research page with images, a thought shower and analysis. 

• To know what information to provide about artists. 

• To be able to develop exploratory compositions. 

• To develop shading skill using blended colour. 

• To be able to combine images to create new compositions. 

• To know how to balance colour and tone within a composition. 

• To be able to present a range of design ideas. 

• To be able to select the most successful work. 
To create a silk painting final outcome. 

Suggestions for 

Parental Support at 

home 

• Here are some useful resources:  Who is Georgia O'Keeffe? – Who Are They? | Tate Kids, The Georgia O'Keeffe Museum,  Art nouveau – Art 
Term | Tate, Charles Rennie Mackintosh - BBC Bitesize 

• Encouraging drawing or colouring for pleasure Copying drawings from artists is very good for developing observational skills regardless of 
the subject matter. 

• Encouraging good drawing practice: 
o Using a sharp pencil 
o Including as much detail as possible 
o Using a ruler for straight lines 
o Using the full tonal range to show form 
o Good quality colouring pencils will produce richer and brighter colours.  I recommend Faber-Castell Polychromos or Prismacolour pencils 
(they are pricey but worth it!) 
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https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/who-is/who-georgia-okeeffe
https://collections.okeeffemuseum.org/object/
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/a/art-nouveau
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/a/art-nouveau
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxwxvcw/articles/z763nrd
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Subject Catering Teacher: Mrs Andrews 

Course specification Pearson BTEC Home Cooking Skills BTEC Home Cooking Skills  

Termly units of 

study 

• Unit 1: Food, Nutrition & Health 
o Analyse dishes made in class and explain which nutritional needs they meet. 
o Plan and evaluate meals designed to meet a specific nutritional or health need. 
o Develop an understanding of how food choices can support health and wellbeing. 

• Unit 2: Food Commodities 
o Plan meals and justify ingredient choices based on seasonality, time and budget. 
o Explore how thoughtful ingredient selection can influence the cost, quality and sustainability of a meal. 
o Develop skills in planning and making appropriate food choices. 

• Unit 7: Skills Focus 
o Develop and refine practical food preparation and cooking skills throughout all lessons. 
o Build confidence, independence, accuracy and creativity when planning and preparing 

Suggestions for 

Parental Support at 

home 

• Encourage students to plan and prepare meals at home, considering nutrition, cost and time. 
• Ask students to explain why they have chosen particular ingredients for a meal. 
• Look at food prices together and encourage students to consider how to create meals within a budget. 
• Discuss seasonal foods and identify which ingredients are readily available at different times of the year. 
• Encourage students to evaluate meals by considering nutritional value, taste, appearance, cost and suitability for the intended person. 
• Practise practical skills such as weighing, measuring, chopping, mixing and cooking safely and independently. 
• Encourage students to use their knowledge of nutrition and healthy eating when making everyday food choices. 
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-entry-level-level-1-and-level-1-introductory/btec-home-cooking-skills.html#%2Ftab-Level2


 

 
 

 

Subject Humanities Teacher: Mrs Wells 

Termly units of 

study 

We will be studying population and its impact on the development of the world 

• Where people live and why 

• How a country's population changes over time 

• Birth rates and death rates and the impact of these on local area development 

• Problems faced by different types of population - for example, pressures caused by ageing population 

• Government policies on population control around the world 

• Reasons for migration including economic and social reasons 

• Refugees 
We will be developing the key skills of geography by investigating both the human and physical geography of a country. This will be a research 
project where students will create “Country in a Box” 
Students will research the following information about their country 
• Biomes and habitats 
• Population density 
• Physical, Choropleth, Political and Topographical maps 
• Statistical information focusing on growth and development 
• Natural disasters 
• Sustainable developments 
• Religion and culture 

Suggestions for 

Parental Support at 

home 

• Encourage your daughter to read the news and discuss issues concerning immigration and refugees.  

• Visit www.worldometers.info/wprld-population and discuss what is happening to the world population and how this may make some people 

feel. 

• Discuss the reasons for poverty in LEDC and how governments can help. 

• Find out about local charities in your area and what they do to support those living in poverty around the world. 

• Access and use geogessr as way to identify key physical and human features of different countries 
https://www.geoguessr.com/?scrlybrkr=8b290148 
 

http://www.worldometers.info/wprld-population
https://www.geoguessr.com/?scrlybrkr=8b290148
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Subject ICT Teacher: Mrs Daniels 

Course specification https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-functional-skills/digital-2023.html 

Termly units of 

study 

• Use a suitable application to enter, edit and format text. 

• Use appropriate layout conventions for information and audiences. 

• Edit an image using an app. 

• Process numeric data using simple formulae (including sum, subtraction, multiplication, division, maximum, minimum, average) using 
relative cell references tool. 

• Process (sort, filter) numeric data by values in a column. 

• Format numeric data (including font sizes, font styles, alignment, cell formatting, merging cells, splitting cells, row height and column 
width. 

• Chart a single series of numeric data using an appropriate type of chart and apply suitable titles and labels (including chart title, axis titles, 
data legends and data labels). 

Suggestions for 

Parental Support at 

home 

• Encourage your daughter to look at the Think U Know website to find out more about online safety - http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/   

• Encourage your daughter to send homework, completed on the computer, to the teacher using e-mail.   

• You can access the school e-mail system from home by Googling – Office 365 and clicking on ‘Sign in to your account’ 

• https://login.microsoftonline.com/   Full instructions are also on page 5 of student planners. 

• Encourage the use of a memory stick for saving work. 

• To set up subject-specific folders on the stick and at home.  

• Encourage your daughter to use Word, PowerPoint, Excel and Publisher if available at home. 

• Encourage your daughter to try to troubleshoot problems encountered on any device in a logical way before asking for help. 
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Subject PE Teacher: Miss Kenyon 

Termly units of 
study 

Autumn 1 - Hand-eye co-ordination (through varied sports and activities) 

• Warm-ups 

•  Development of static skills 
o Throwing 
o Catching 
o Controlling the ball 

• Movement and agility 
o Catching on the move 
o Passing on the move 

• Competition and performance 
o Small-sided conditioned games 

• Communication and leadership  
o Through drills and gameplay 

• Practice games 
o Competition and refinement of skills 

• Competition/performance 
o Gameplay and tournaments 

 

Autumn 2 -Balance and flexibility (Stability skills) (Through varied sports and activities) 

• Development of static skills 
o Balances 

• Movement and agility 
o Ways to travel 

• Competition and performance 
o Developing routines 

• Communication and leadership  
o Through pair and group work 

• Practice games 



 

 
 

o Development of routines 

• Competition/ performance 
o Final routines 

 
Continuous focus throughout the year on; 

• Warmups 

• Cooldowns 

• Types of fitness 

• Heart rate 

• Teamwork 

• Leadership 

• Choice 

• Challenge 

• Self-assessment 

• Refinement 

• Personal best 

Suggestions for 
Parental Support at 
home 

• Ensure students have full PE kit, hair band, water bottle, appropriate trainers and deodorant on their PE day.  

• On the evening of PE day (Wednesday), encourage them to do some different stretches to ease potential muscle soreness. 

• Encourage students to be active over the weekend/ evenings. 

• Encourage a healthy lifestyle. 

• Encourage them to watch sporting events live/ on TV/ on YouTube. Particularly of women in sport.  

• Try to get outside once a day, either to walk, or exercise.  
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Subject SOLD 

Termly units of 

study 

Surrey Outdoor Learning and Development is part of the week where students work on areas linked to our WACI curriculum.  It usually takes 
place at High Ashurst. Students work particularly on the Wellbeing, Communication and Independence strands.    
The students undertake activities which promote working as a team, problem-solving, and communicating with each other as well as building 
resilience and adaptability. Along with this, each student will be encouraged to challenge themselves personally. Students will learn the 
importance of planning, communication and compromise while working in a team and will work to develop leadership skills.  
Parents may support us by ensuring students have the right clothing, water and extra equipment necessary including a waterproof coat and a 
plastic bag for wet shoes in winter weather and a hat and sunscreen hot weather. 

  



 

 
 

Subject WACI Teacher: Mrs Janaway 

Termly units of 

study 

• Online opportunities 

• Online shopping 

• Relationships and marriage 

• Sex and relationships 

• Alcohol and addiction 

Suggestions for 

Parental Support at 

home 

• Use the 'Home' strand on the independence framework to identify skills that your daughter needs to develop.  

• Take an interest in what your daughter does online. Talk to her about the games and social media apps she uses.  

• Monitor and discuss your daughter’s use of AI.  

• Discuss relationships in TV programmes or films, highlighting the healthy and unhealthy aspects. 
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